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AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE LAS VEGAS NV 
850 AM PDT SUN JUN 26 2011 
 
.SYNOPSIS...DRY CONDITIONS WILL BE OVER THE AREA THROUGH MONDAY WITH 
TEMPERATURES WARMING A FEW DEGREES. A RELATIVELY STRONG PACIFIC 
STORM WILL APPROACH THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COAST TUESDAY...THEN 
MOVE ACROSS NORTHERN NEVADA ON WEDNESDAY PRODUCING GUSTY WINDS AND 
COOLER TEMPERATURES BY THURSDAY. 
&& 
 
.UPDATE...AREA WILL REMAIN UNDER A DRY WESTERLY FLOW TODAY BETWEEN A 
TROUGH TO OUR NORTH AND RIDGE SOUTH. AN AREA OF MID LEVEL MOISTURE 
THAT WAS OVER THE SOUTHERN BAJA PENINSULA YESTERDAY HAS ADVECTED 
NORTHWARD ON BACKSIDE OF RIDGE INTO SOUTHERN ARIZONA THIS MORNING. 
NOSE OF MOISTURE STARTING TO TURN MORE TOWARD THE NORTHEAST AS IT 
ENCOUNTERS THE WESTERLY FLOW ACROSS NEVADA AND UTAH. MORNING VISIBLE 
IMAGERY SHOWS SOME ACCAS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS MOISTURE AROUND 
TUCSON. TEMPERATURES ON TRACK BASED OFF MORNING LAS VEGAS SOUNDING. 
NO UPDATE NECESSARY AS INHERITED FORECAST IS GOOD. 
&& 
 
.AVIATION...FOR MCCARRAN...LULL IN WINDS AROUND THE LAS VEGAS VALLEY 
WILL CONTINUE THROUGH EARLY AFTERNOON...THEN SOUTH TO SOUTHWEST 
WINDS WILL INCREASE TO 12-15 KNOTS AND GUSTING TO 25 KNOTS THROUGH 
THE LATE EVENING HOURS. A CLEAR SKY IS EXPECTED THROUGH MONDAY 
MORNING. 
 
FOR THE REST OF SOUTHERN NEVADA...NORTHWEST ARIZONA...AND SOUTHEAST 
CALIFORNIA...GUSTY SOUTH TO SOUTHWEST WINDS WILL PICK UP AGAIN 
DURING THE LATE MORNING HOURS AND CONTINUE INTO THE EARLY EVENING. 
THEY WILL WEAKEN LATE THIS EVENING AND DURING OVERNIGHT HOURS. PEAK 
GUSTS WILL BE 20-30 KTS. CLEAR SKIES ARE EXPECTED THROUGH MONDAY 
MORNING. 
&& 
 
.PREV DISCUSSION... 
250 AM PDT SUN JUN 26 2011 
 
.SHORT TERM...TODAY THROUGH TUESDAY NIGHT...A WEAK/FLAT SHORT WAVE 
RIDGE TO MOVE ACROSS THE CWA TODAY AND MONDAY. ALTHOUGH LOCAL GUSTY 
AFTERNOON WINDS WILL ONCE AGAIN BE SEEN TODAY...WITH THE RIDGE OVER 
THE AREA ON MONDAY...LESS WIND IS EXPECTED. MEANWHILE WEAK FLOW 
ALOFT WILL BE DRY WITH MOSTLY CLEAR SKIES EXPECTED INTO THE FIRST OF 
THE WEEK. ALTHOUGH SOME DIFFERENCE IN THE SHORT RANGE MODEL 
SOLUTIONS IN TIMING AND PLACEMENT...BY 12Z TUESDAY A RELATIVELY 
STRONG PACIFIC STORM WILL DROP SOUTH AND BE NEAR 40N/130W. THIS 
SYSTEM TO THEN SHIFT EAST AND BE CENTERED OVER OR JUST OFF THE 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COAST BY 06Z WEDNESDAY. THE MAIN CONCERN WITH 
THIS SYSTEM WILL BE WINDS. INCREASING SOUTHWEST FLOW ALOFT/SURFACE 
GRADIENTS WILL ALLOW FOR LOCAL GUSTY WINDS...MAINLY ACROSS THE 
WESTERN/NORTHERN PORTION OF THE CWA TUESDAY AFTERNOON AND EVENING. 
ALTHOUGH LOW END WIND ADVISORY GUSTS MAY BE REACHED LATE TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON/EVENING...THE MAIN CONCERN WILL BE THE POTENTIAL FOR 
CRITICAL FIRE WEATHER CONDITIONS ACROSS MUCH OF SOUTHERN NEVADA AND 
NORTHWEST ARIZONA ON TUESDAY. DAYTIME TEMPERATURES ARE EXPECTED TO 
BE NEAR NORMAL TODAY AND MONDAY AND THEN WARM INTO TUESDAY WITH THE 
INCREASE SOUTHWEST FLOW ALOFT AND AFTERNOON WINDS. 
 

http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=AREA%20FORECAST%20DISCUSSION�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=FLOW�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=TROUGH�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=RIDGE�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=MOISTURE�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=RIDGE�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=MOISTURE�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=FLOW�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=ACCAS�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=MOISTURE�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=SOUNDING�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=KTS�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=RIDGE�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=CWA�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=RIDGE�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=FLOW�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=MOSTLY%20CLEAR�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=FLOW�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=CWA�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=NORMAL�
http://forecast.weather.gov/glossary.php?word=FLOW�


.LONG TERM...WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY...STILL LOOKING FOR WINDS TO 
BE THE MAJOR CONCERN WEDNESDAY. MODELS HAVE STOPPED THE TREND OF 
TRACKING THE LOW/TROUGH FURTHER SOUTH. THE TIMING BETWEEN THE ECMWF 
AND GFS HAS WIDENED AGAIN WITH THE GFS ABOUT 12 HOURS BEHIND THE 
ECMWF AND THE GEM BETWEEN THE TWO BUT CLOSER TO THE ECMWF. IN ANY 
CASE EXPECT STRONG WINDS ACROSS MOST OF THE CWA WEDNESDAY INTO EARLY 
THURSDAY WITH THIS DEEP OF A TROUGH TRACKING THROUGH. 
 
AS PREVIOUSLY NOTED THIS DEEP OF A TROUGH WILL BRING SIGNIFICANT 
COOLING ALOFT. NO SIGNIFICANT MOISTURE IS EXPECTED WITH THE 
SYSTEM...HOWEVER THE INSTABILITY AND STRONG DYNAMICS SHOULD BE 
ENOUGH TO TRIGGER A SLIGHT CHANCE FOR THUNDERSTORMS IN OUR FAR 
NORTHERN ZONES. 
 
TEMPERATURES WILL DECREASE WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY. THERE WILL BE A 
FAST WARM UP BEGINNING FRIDAY THAT CONTINUES INTO THE WEEKEND AND 
BEYOND. THERE IS GOOD CONSENSUS IN RIDGING BUILDING BACK WEST DURING 
THE WEEKEND WITH THE ECMWF BRINGING IN THE GREATEST HEIGHT 
RISES...ESPECIALLY EARLY NEXT WEEK. LOOKS LIKE SOME SUMMER HEAT IS 
ON THE WAY? 
&& 
 
.FIRE WEATHER...A RELATIVELY STRONG PACIFIC STORM WILL APPROACH THE 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COAST TUESDAY...THEN MOVE ACROSS NORTHERN NEVADA 
WEDNESDAY. THE SYSTEM WILL BRING GUSTY WINDS TO THE AREA TUESDAY AND 
WEDNESDAY. THERE IS LIMITED MOISTURE ASSOCIATED WITH THIS 
SYSTEM...SO LOW AFTERNOON RELATIVE HUMIDITIES WILL CONTINUE. FIRE 
WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS WILL LIKELY BE NEEDED IN LATER PACKAGES DUE TO 
THE WINDS AND LOW HUMIDITIES EXPECTED TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY. THIS IS 
ALSO HIGHLIGHTED IN THE SPC FIRE WEATHER OUTLOOK. 
&& 
 
.VEF WATCHES/WARNINGS/ADVISORIES... 
NV...NONE. 
AZ...NONE. 
CA...NONE. 
&& 
 
$$ 
 
UPDATE...PIERCE 
PREV DISCUSSION...JENSEN/JACQUES 
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