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AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE LAS VEGAS NV

942 AM PDT FRI MAY 4 2012

.SYNOPSIS...ABOVE NORMAL TEMPERATURES AND BREEZY CONDITIONS WILL

CONTINUE TODAY BEFORE A WEAK COLD FRONT PASSES THROUGH TONIGHT

AND SATURDAY AND RESULTS IN TEMPERATURES DECREASING TO NORMAL VALUES

OVER THE WEEKEND. A WARMING TREND AND CONTINUED DRY CONDITIONS ARE

THEN EXPECTED MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY.

&&

.UPDATE...THE BASE OF THE TROUGH MOVING ACROSS NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

AND NEVADA TODAY RAISES THE CONCERN OF WHETHER OR NOT STRONG

DOWNSLOPE WINDS COULD DEVELOP IN THE OWENS VALLEY AND ADJACENT

EASTERN SIERRA SLOPES. THE 12Z LOCAL HIGH RES MODELS INDICATE

WHAT DOWNSLOPE WINDS DO DEVELOP SHOULD BE LESS THAN 40 MPH AND

CONFINED TO AREAS NEAR AND ABOVE THE FOOTHILLS. NO IMMEDIATE

CHANGES ARE NEEDED TO THE GOING FORECAST.

&&

.PREV DISCUSSION...

234 AM PDT FRI MAY 4 2012

.SHORT TERM...TROUGH NEARING THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST COAST WILL CROSS

THE NORTHERN GREAT BASIN TONIGHT INTO SATURDAY. ONE MORE DAY OF

SOUTHWEST BREEZES TODAY BEFORE WINDS SHIFT FROM THE NORTH ON

SATURDAY FOLLOWING THE PASSAGE OF A WEAK COLD FRONT. AS MAIN TROUGH
LIFTS NORTHEAST WELL AWAY FROM THE GREAT BASIN ON SUNDAY...A

TRAILING UPPER LEVEL DISTURBANCE WILL DEVELOP INTO A WEAK UPPER LOW

OVER SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. MAY SEE A FEW MORE CUMULUS OVER THE

SOUTHERN SIERRA SUNDAY UNDER COOLER AIR ALOFT...OTHERWISE NO IMPACTS

TO SPEAK OF.

.LONG TERM...TROUGH MOVING THROUGH THE WESTERN US OVER THE WEEKEND

WILL SPLIT WITH A PIECE OF ENERGY DEVELOPING INTO A CUTOFF LOW OVER

NORTHERN BAJA. HIGH PRESSURE NUDGING OVER THE TOP OF THE LOW WILL

HELP KEEP IT NEARLY STATIONARY THROUGH TUESDAY BEFORE SHIFTING IT

EAST BY LATE TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY. 12Z AND 18Z MODEL RUNS OF THE

GFS/ECMWF WERE INDICATING SOME MOISTURE WRAPPING IN FROM THE

SOUTHEAST AND PLACED SOME LOW QPF AMOUNTS OVER PORTIONS OF MOHAVE

COUNTY. IT WAS ALSO SHOWING A NICE FINGER OF HIGHER THETA E AIR

COMBINED WITH LI`S UNDER 0 INTO NORTHERN MOHAVE COUNTY. THE LATEST

00Z ECMWF HAS BACKED OFF ON THIS SCENARIO SOMEWHAT AND HAS MAINLY

KEPT QPF FURTHER EAST IN ARIZONA. DID GO AHEAD AND ADD SOME GHOST

POPS IN THE HIGHER ELEVATIONS OF MOHAVE COUNTY...BUT IF THE CURRENT

TREND HOLDS THEN THE FORECAST WILL REMAIN DRY. TEMPERATURES WILL

WARM DURING THE WEEK AND EXPECTED TO BE A FEW DEGREES NORMAL.

&&

.AVIATION...FOR MCCARRAN...SOUTHWEST WINDS BETWEEN 12-22KTS ARE

EXPECTED TO CONTINUE INTO THIS EVENING BEFORE DIMINISHING TO AROUND

8-10KTS. LIGHTER WINDS ARE EXPECTED SATURDAY WITH SPEEDS GENERALLY

UP TO 15KTS. SKC-FEW250 INTO SATURDAY.

FOR THE REST OF SOUTHERN NEVADA...NORTHWEST ARIZONA...AND SOUTHEAST

CALIFORNIA...SOUTH/SOUTHWEST WINDS ARE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE THROUGH

TODAY...WITH GUSTS AROUND 25KTS ON AVERAGE ACROSS THE REGION.

A WEAK COLD FRONT WILL PUSH THROUGH ON SATURDAY AND SHIFT WINDS TO

THE NORTH...BUT NO PRECIPITATION OR LOW CLOUDS ARE EXPECTED.

&&
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