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AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE LAS VEGAS NV

935 AM PDT THU MAY 10 2012

.SYNOPSIS...DRY WEATHER WITH ABOVE NORMAL TEMPERATURES CAN BE

EXPECTED THROUGH THE WEEKEND. ISOLATED AFTERNOON THUNDERSTORMS MAY

DEVELOP OVER THE SIERRA AND THE MOUNTAINS OF THE SOUTHERN GREAT

BASIN BEGINNING MONDAY.

&&

.UPDATE...MAIN CONCERN THIS MORNING CONTINUES TO BE THE HAZY SKIES

ACROSS MUCH OF NORTHWEST ARIZONA...PORTIONS OF SOUTHEAST CALIFORNIA

AND ACROSS EXTREME SOUTHERN NEVADA. ALTHOUGH SOME RELATIVELY LOW

CEILINGS ARE BEING REPORTED...LESS THAN 3000 FEET IN NEEDLES

CALIFORNIA...VISIBILITIES ACROSS THE AREA ARE GENERALLY ABOVE 5

MILES. WILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR AND ISSUE NOWCASTS AS NEEDED. MOSTLY

SUNNY SKIES LOOKED FOR TODAY ACROSS THE AREA WITH THE EXCEPTION OF

THE HAZE AND THE EXTREME NORTHERN PORTION OF THE CWA AS A SHORT WAVE

TROUGH MOVING ACROSS IDAHO/WESTERN MONTANA THIS MORNING WILL BRING

SOME ENHANCED CLOUDS TO THE AREA THIS AFTERNOON. OVERALL THE CURRENT

SHORT TERM FORECAST REMAINS ON TRACK AND NO UPDATES ARE PLANNED THIS

MORNING.

&&

.AVIATION...FOR MCCARRAN...LOWER VISIBILITY...BETWEEN 5-6SM...DUE TO

HAZE AND DUST WILL CONTINUE TO IMPACT MCCARRAN THROUGH APPROXIMATELY

20Z TODAY. WINDS ARE EXPECTED TO REMAIN LIGHT...BUT WILL INCREASE

EARLY THIS AFTERNOON TO AROUND 10KTS OUT OF THE SOUTH TO SOUTHWEST

AND VISIBILITIES SHOULD START IMPROVING. OTHERWISE SKIES WILL REMAIN

CLEAR WITH A GENERAL SOUTH TO SOUTHWEST WIND 8-12KTS INTO FRIDAY.

FOR THE REST OF SOUTHERN NEVADA...LOWER VISIBILITY...BETWEEN

5-6SM...DUE TO HAZE AND DUST WILL CONTINUE TO IMPACT PORTIONS OF

CLARK...MOHAVE...AND EASTERN SAN BERNARDINO COUNTIES INTO EARLY THIS

AFTERNOON. WINDS ARE FORECAST TO INCREASE TO AROUND 10-15KTS WHICH

IS EXPECTED TO HELP INCREASE SURFACE VISIBILITIES. OTHERWISE SKIES

WILL REMAIN CLEAR WITH A GENERAL SOUTH TO SOUTHWEST WIND BETWEEN

8-15KTS THROUGH FRIDAY.

&&

.PREV UPDATE...621 AM PDT THU MAY 10 2012...ADDED HAZE TO WEATHER

GRIDS OVER MUCH OF MOHAVE AND CLARK COUNTIES AS WELL AS FAR EASTERN

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY. DUST CLOUD IS HOLDING TOGETHER BETTER THAN

PREVIOUSLY THOUGHT AND IS REDUCING VISIBILITY IN SPOTS.

&&

.PREV DISCUSSION...

224 AM PDT THU MAY 10 2012

.SHORT TERM...SATELLITE LOOP SHOWED MOSTLY CLEAR SKIES AREAWIDE

EARLY THIS MORNING. HOWEVER...SURFACE OBS AND RADAR LOOP SHOWED A

CLOUD OF DUST SUSPENDED OVER SOUTHERN MOHAVE...EXTREME SOUTHERN

CLARK...AND FAR SOUTHEAST SAN BERNARDINO COUNTIES COURTESY OF AN

OUTFLOW BOUNDARY WHICH CAME OUT OF THUNDERSTORMS OVER SOUTHERN

ARIZONA WEDNESDAY EVENING. VISIBILITY HAD IMPROVED UNDER THE DUST

CLOUD SINCE LATE EVENING...AND BASED ON THE PREMISE THAT THE DUST

WILL CONTINUE TO SETTLE AND/OR DISPERSE AS THE MORNING WEARS

ON...CHOSE NOT TO MENTION IT IN THE WEATHER GRIDS. IN THE LARGER

SCALE VIEW...THERE ARE THREE PLAYERS IN THE SHORT TERM. ONE IS THE

SHORTWAVE TROUGH ENTERING FAR NORTHERN CALIFORNIA EARLY THIS

MORNING. THIS FEATURE WILL BRUSH BY OUR NORTHERN BORDER DURING THE

DAY...KICKING OFF SOME CLOUDS AND PERHAPS EVEN A STRAY THUNDERSTORM
OVER NORTHERN LINCOLN COUNTY. AFTER IT GOES BY...A RIDGE STARTS TO

BUILD IN FROM THE WEST...BUT BY SATURDAY THE RIDGE IS PINCHED FROM

THE EAST AND THE WEST BY PLAYERS TWO AND THREE. TWO IS A TIGHTLY

WOUND CIRCULATION NEAR 48N 150W THIS MORNING WHICH IS FORECAST TO

RIDE OVER THE TOP OF THE RIDGE AND THEN AMPLIFY ON THE DOWNSTREAM
SIDE...DIVING ALMOST STRAIGHT SOUTH INTO THE GREAT BASIN BY SATURDAY

NIGHT AND ERODING THE RIDGE FROM THE EAST. THREE IS A WEAK LOW

PRESSURE SYSTEM NEAR 30N 150W THIS MORNING WHICH IS EXPECTED TO

STRENGTHEN AND MOVE TO 35N 130W BY SATURDAY NIGHT...IMPINGING ON THE

RIDGE FROM THE WEST. THESE TWO FORCES WILL FORCE THE RIDGE INTO A

TALL SKINNY OMEGA CONFIGURATION BY THE END OF THE SHORT TERM...WITH

MORE INTERESTING EFFECTS STILL TO COME. FEATURE TWO IS OF MORE

CONCERN IN THE SHORT TERM...WITH AT LEAST AN OUTSIDE CHANCE OF

THUNDERSTORMS OVER THE EASTERN ZONES SATURDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT AS

IT DIGS SOUTH. CONFIDENCE IN THE PLACEMENT OF THIS FEATURE IS QUITE

LOW DUE TO THE UNSTABLE NATURE OF THE OVERALL PATTERN...SO CHOSE TO

STICK WITH SILENT POPS FOR THE TIME BEING. TEMPERATURES WILL REMAIN

ABOVE NORMAL THROUGH SATURDAY...WITH TODAY LIKELY TO BE THE WARMEST

DAY OF THE THREE IN MOST AREAS.

.LONG TERM...SUNDAY THROUGH WEDNESDAY...MODELS CONTINUE TO STRUGGLE

IN HANDLING A WEAK UPPER LOW TO MOVE OVER THE REGION NEXT

WEEK...WITH THE GFS AND ITS ENSEMBLE MEAN INDICATING THE FEATURE

QUICKLY FILLING AND PASSING NORTH OF THE FORECAST AREA ON TUESDAY

AND THE EC AND GEM KEEPING IT CLOSED AND MOVING OVER THE FORECAST

AREA TUESDAY/WEDNESDAY. OPTED TO KEEP THE SLIGHT CHANCES FOR THUNDER
IN THE GRIDS OVER THE HIGHEST ELEVATIONS OF THE SOUTHERN SIERRA AND

LINCOLN IN CASE MODELS TREND TOWARDS THE DEEPER EC SOLUTION...BUT

EVEN THEN LIS ARE POSITIVE THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD. WILL LIKELY REMOVE

ANY MENTION IF THE EC TRENDS AT ALL TOWARDS THE GFS ENSEMBLE MEAN
OVER THE NEXT COUPLE RUNS. TEMPERATURES WILL REMAIN WELL ABOVE

NORMAL THROUGH THE PERIOD. OVERALL...MINIMAL CHANGE WAS NEEDED TO

THE EXISTING FORECAST.

FOR THE REST OF SOUTHERN NEVADA...WINDS IN GENERAL WILL BE OUT OF

THE SOUTHWEST TODAY WITH GUSTS DURING THE AFTERNOON AVERAGING

BETWEEN 20-25KTS ACROSS THE REGION...AND LOCALLY HIGHER GUSTS ACROSS

WESTERN SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY. CLOUD COVERAGE WILL BE MINIMAL.

&&

UPDATE...JENSEN/GORELOW

PREV UPDATE...MORGAN

PREV DISCUSSION...MORGAN/KENNEDY
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