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AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE LAS VEGAS NV

948 AM PDT TUE MAY 15 2012

.SYNOPSIS...A WEAK LOW PRESSURE SYSTEM WILL MOVE ACROSS NORTHERN AND

CENTRAL NEVADA TODAY. THIS WILL RESULT IN LOCAL GUSTY WINDS THIS

AFTERNOON. LIGHTER WINDS ARE EXPECTED ON WEDNESDAY BUT ANOTHER LOW

PRESSURE SYSTEM WILL BRING BREEZY TO WINDY CONDITIONS TO THE REGION

THURSDAY THROUGH FRIDAY. MEANWHILE...DRY CONDITIONS WILL PERSIST

ALONG WITH WELL ABOVE NORMAL TEMPERATURES.

&&

.UPDATE...LOCAL HI-RES MODELS MAINTAIN THE LOCATION OF EXPECTED

STRONGER WINDS TODAY OVER MOHAVE AND LINCOLN COUNTIES. A RED FLAG
WARNING IS IN EFFECT FOR THESE AREAS BEGINNING AT NOON TODAY.

OTHERWISE...BREEZY CONDITIONS ARE EXPECTED OVER THE REMAINDER OF THE

AREA AS AN AREA OF LOW PRESSURE MOVES ACROSS CENTRAL NEVADA. WEAK

INSTABILITY IS FORECAST OVER THE NORTHERN ZONES TODAY BUT DUE TO THE

LACK OF MOISTURE...THUNDERSTORMS ARE NOT EXPECTED. NO UPDATES

PLANNED THIS MORNING.

&&

.PREVIOUS DISCUSSION...230 AM PDT...

.SHORT TERM...TODAY THROUGH THURSDAY NIGHT...A CLOSED LOW MOVING

INTO WEST CENTRAL NEVADA THIS MORNING WILL SLOWLY TRANSITION EAST

DURING THE DAY BEFORE EXITING THE REGION BY EARLY WEDNESDAY. SIMILAR

TO YESTERDAY...THE MAIN DYNAMICS/LIMITED MOISTURE WILL BE CONFINED

TO THE NORTH OF THE AREA. A WEAK SHORT WAVE RIDGE WILL THEN MOVE

ACROSS THE CWA ON WEDNESDAY AHEAD OF THE NEXT SHORT WAVE TROUGH
WHICH IS FORECAST TO MOVE INTO THE SOUTHERN GREAT BASIN ON THURSDAY.

THIS SYSTEM ONCE AGAIN LOOKS TO BE GENERALLY DRY FOR THE AREA.

HOWEVER BOTH LOWS WILL GENERATE WINDS. FOR TODAY THE STRONGEST WINDS

WILL BE OVER OVER LINCOLN/CLARK/MOHAVE COUNTIES. ALTHOUGH LOCAL

GUSTS MAY REACH ADVISORY LEVEL...WIDESPREAD WIND GUSTS TO OVER 40

MPH ARE NOT EXPECTED. HOWEVER THE COMBINATION OF THE CONTINUED DRY

CONDITIONS AND WINDS WILL CREATE THE POTENTIAL FOR FIRE WEATHER

CONCERNS. LIGHTER WINDS LOOKED FOR ON WEDNESDAY...BUT AS THURSDAYS

TROUGH MOVES INTO THE AREA...INCREASED SOUTHWEST WINDS WILL ONCE

AGAIN BE SEEN OVER MUCH OF THE FORECAST AREA.

TEMPERATURES WILL CONTINUE TO BE WELL ABOVE NORMAL THROUGH THURSDAY

WITH THE FIRST 100 DEGREE READING OF THE SEASON BEING FORECAST AT

MCCARRAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT FOR WEDNESDAY.

.LONG TERM...A MID/UPPER LEVEL TROUGH AXIS SWEEPING ACROSS THE AREA

ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON MAY BRING A FEW SHOWERS TO THE HIGHER TERRAIN OF

EASTERN LINCOLN COUNTY...OTHERWISE FOR MOST OF THE AREA THIS SHOULD

BE A MOISTURE STARVED SYSTEM WITH SCT-BKN CLOUDS EXPECTED ACROSS THE

SOUTHERN GREAT BASIN AND AS FAR SOUTH AS CLARK COUNTY. THIS SYSTEM

IS SHOWN TO LOWER 500 MB HEIGHTS AROUND 14 DM AND PLUNGE 700 MB
TEMPS BY 4-6 DEGREES C ACROSS THE AREA...WHICH SUPPORTS A NICE TEMP

DROP FOR THE ENTIRE AREA. HIGH TEMPS WERE REDUCED SEVERAL DEGREES

FOR FRIDAY AFTERNOON WHICH PUT THEM CLOSE TO NORMAL AND IN-LINE WITH

THE MEX NUMBERS. ECMWF GUIDANCE IS EVEN A LITTLE COOLER...AND MAY

NOT BE TOTALLY UNREASONABLE GIVEN THE PUSH THIS TROUGH LOOKS TO HAVE.

THE FLOW ALOFT FLATTENS OUT ON SATURDAY THEN TRANSITIONS MORE TO A

RIDGE BY SUNDAY. UNDER ABUNDANT SUNSHINE...HIGHS ARE EXPECTED TO

RISE BACK ABOVE NORMAL...ESPECIALLY ON SUNDAY WHEN TEMPS ALOFT AND

MODEL SOUNDINGS SUPPORT HIGHS ABOUT 8 DEGREES ABOVE NORMAL. ANOTHER

SYSTEM IS FORECAST BY THE OPERATIONAL MODELS TO MOVE INTO BRITISH

COLUMBIA MONDAY AFTERNOON AND THIS SHOULD BEGIN TO BRING SOME HIGH

LEVEL CLOUDS AS WELL AS INCREASE WINDS SLIGHTLY ACROSS OUR AREA.

INCREASED MIXING AS WELL AS FURTHER WARMING ALOFT SHOULD PUSH HIGHS

UP EVEN FURTHER...WITH HIGHS IN LAS VEGAS CLOSE TO THE 100 DEGREE

MARK. THE ECMWF AND GEM ARE MUCH DEEPER WITH THIS TROUGH AS IT MOVES

THROUGH NEVADA NEXT TUESDAY THAN THE 00Z OPERATIONAL GFS SHOWING THE

SYSTEM TAKING ON A NEGATIVE TILT AS IT SWINGS THROUGH. FOR NOW I

INCREASED WINDS SLIGHTLY FOR TUESDAY AND SHOWED SOME COOLING...BUT

IF MODELS CONTINUE TO FORECAST A DEEPER TROUGH...HIGHS MAY NEED TO

BE DROPPED FURTHER.

&&

.AVIATION...FOR MCCARRAN...SOUTH-SOUTHWEST WINDS AT 8-14 KTS WITH

GUSTS OF 20-25 KTS ARE EXPECTED UNTIL SOMETIME BETWEEN 03Z AND 05Z

WEDNESDAY WHEN WINDS LOOK TO TURN MORE SOUTHWEST TO WEST-SOUTHWEST

AND DECREASE TO 5-10 KTS WITH GUSTS TO AROUND 15 KTS. A GENERALLY

CLEAR SKY IS EXPECTED THROUGH TONIGHT.

FOR THE REST OF SOUTHERN NEVADA...NORTHWEST ARIZONA...AND SOUTHEAST

CALIFORNIA...MAINLY SOUTH TO SOUTHWEST WINDS AT 8-14 KTS WITH GUSTS

OF 20-25 KTS ARE EXPECTED ACROSS THE AREA UNTIL AROUND 05Z

WEDNESDAY. AFTERWARDS WINDS SHOULD BEGIN TO DECREASE. NORTHWEST TO

NORTH WINDS AT 7-14 KTS WITH GUSTS TO AROUND 20 KTS ARE EXPECTED

THROUGH TONIGHT AT KBIH. A MAINLY CLEAR SKY IS EXPECTED THE AREA

EXCEPT ACROSS THE SOUTHERN GREAT BASIN WHERE SCT CLOUDS AOA 6K-8K

FEET ARE POSSIBLE THIS AFTERNOON IN NORTHERN LINCOLN AND CENTRAL NYE

COUNTIES.

&&

.FIRE WEATHER...A LOW PRESSURE SYSTEM MOVING ACROSS NORTHERN AND

CENTRAL NEVADA TODAY WILL BRING GUSTY WINDS TO MAINLY EASTERN

NEVADA AND NORTHWEST ARIZONA THIS AFTERNOON. THESE WINDS ALONG WITH

THE CONTINUED LOW AFTERNOON HUMIDITIES WILL CREATE THE POTENTIAL

FOR HAZARDOUS FIRE BEHAVIOR. THE RED FLAG WARNING FOR AZ ZONE 102

AND NV ZONE 461 REMAINS IN EFFECT. LOCAL GUSTY WINDS WILL BE SEEN

ELSEWHERE TODAY...BUT CONDITIONS SHOULD NOT BE WIDESPREAD OR STRONG

ENOUGH TO GO WITH A RED FLAG WARNING.

ALTHOUGH WINDS WILL BE LIGHTER ON WEDNESDAY...ANOTHER LOW PRESSURE

SYSTEM WILL BRING INCREASED WINDS ONCE AGAIN TO THE AREA THURSDAY

AFTERNOON.

&&

.VEF WATCHES/WARNINGS/ADVISORIES...

NV...RED FLAG WARNING FROM NOON TO 8 PM PDT TODAY FOR NVZ461.

AZ...RED FLAG WARNING FROM NOON TO 8 PM PDT TODAY FOR AZZ102.

CA...NONE.
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