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AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE LAS VEGAS NV

320 AM PDT THU MAY 24 2012

.SYNOPSIS...AN AREA OF LOW PRESSURE WILL IMPACT THE REGION AND

RESULT IN A COOLING TREND WITH INCREASING WINDS LATE TODAY THROUGH

FRIDAY. THE STRONGEST WINDS ARE EXPECTED AREAWIDE ON FRIDAY...AND

TEMPERATURES WILL BE 15 TO 20 DEGREES BELOW NORMAL ON AVERAGE BY

SATURDAY AFTERNOON. THERE WILL ALSO BE INCREASING CHANCES FOR

SHOWERS AND THUNDERSTORMS ACROSS THE SOUTHERN GREAT BASIN FRIDAY

INTO SATURDAY. DRY CONDITIONS AND A WARMING TREND IN TEMPERATURES

CAN BE EXPECTED SUNDAY INTO NEXT WEEK.

&&

.UPDATE...CURRENT FORECAST ON TRACK SO NO UPDATES WILL BE NEEDED

THIS MORNING. STILL REVIEWING 12Z DATA TO DETERMINE HOW TO HANDLE

CURRENT WIND HIGH WIND WATCHES...BUT SO FAR SO GOOD. DO NOT

ANTICIPATE ANY MAJOR CHANGES IN THE AFTERNOON PACKAGE AS MODELS HAVE

SHOWN RATHER GOOD CONTINUITY WITH THE SYSTEM WHICH WILL IMPACT THE

REGION TODAY THROUGH SATURDAY.

&&

.PREV DISCUSSION...

320 AM PDT THU MAY 24 2012

.SHORT TERM...TODAY THROUGH FRIDAY NIGHT...DEEPENING UPPER LOW STILL

ON TRACK TO MOVE OVER WESTERN OREGON TODAY. AFTER SOME LOCALLY GUSTY

NORTH WINDS EARLY THIS MORNING...WINDS WILL BECOME GENERALLY LIGHT

AND VARIABLE FOR A FEW HOURS MID DAY THEN BECOME SOUTH/SOUTHWEST AND

INCREASE IN RESPONSE TO THE POSITIONING OF THE CLOSED LOW. BREEZY TO

WINDY CONDITIONS ARE EXPECTED TONIGHT AS THE LOW CONTINUES TO DEEPEN

AND MOVES INTO NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. THERE IS STILL POTENTIAL FOR

DOWNSLOPE WINDS TO DEVELOP ALONG THE EASTERN SIERRA SLOPES INTO THE

OWENS VALLEY BEGINNING EARLY THIS EVENING AND A WIND ADVISORY

REMAINS IN EFFECT. LATEST MODEL OUTPUT SUGGESTS ADVISORY LEVEL WINDS

WILL ALSO SPREAD INTO WESTERN SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY AND THE WHITE

MOUNTAINS SO INCLUDED THOSE ZONES IN A WIND ADVISORY BEGINNING AT 5

PM. THE POTENTIAL FOR DOWNSLOPE WINDS WILL ALSO SPREAD TO THE EAST

SLOPES OF THE SPRING MOUNTAINS LATE THIS EVENING AS THE STRONG BELT

OF WEST/SOUTHWEST WINDS ALOFT EXPANDS INTO SOUTHERN NEVADA. A HIGH

WIND WATCH REMAINS IN EFFECT. THE CLOSED LOW IS STILL EXPECTED TO

MOVE TO ROUGHLY CENTRAL CALIFORNIA BY FRIDAY AFTERNOON. MOST OF THE

AREA WILL SEE AT LEAST ADVISORY LEVEL WINDS DEVELOPING WHILE THERE

IS STILL POTENTIAL FOR EVEN STRONGER WINDS ACROSS MOHAVE COUNTY. NO

CHANGES WERE MADE TO THE WIND ADVISORY OR HIGH WIND WATCH FOR LATE

FRIDAY MORNING THROUGH EARLY FRIDAY EVENING. THE STRONG WINDS WILL

BE SHUTTING DOWN OVER THE SIERRA AND WHITE MOUNTAINS AS THE STRONGER

UPPER WINDS SHIFT SOUTHEAST. DYNAMICS AND WEAK INSTABILITY COMBINED

WITH SOME INCREASE IN MOISTURE ASSOCIATED WITH THE LOW WILL LEAD TO

A CHANCE OF SHOWERS ACROSS THE FAR NORTHWEST PART OF THE FORECAST

AREA LATE FRIDAY. THE CHANCE OF SHOWERS WILL SPREAD ACROSS THE

NORTHERN HALF OF THE FORECAST AREA FRIDAY NIGHT AS THE LOW SHIFTS

EAST INTO NEVADA. MEANWHILE...WINDS WILL GRADUALLY DIMINISH FRIDAY

EVENING.

.LONG TERM...SATURDAY THROUGH WEDNESDAY...THE UPPER LOW BEGINS

SATURDAY CENTERED OVER CENTRAL NEVADA THEN LIFTS NORTH DURING THE

DAY. THIS TRACK AND LIMITED MOISTURE WILL CONFINE SHOWERS TO MAINLY

THE NORTHERN ZONES WITH ONLY LIGHT PRECIP AMOUNTS EXPECTED. SKIES

WILL BE PARTLY TO MOSTLY CLOUDY ACROSS THE SOUTHERN GREAT BASIN WITH

MOSTLY CLEAR SKIES ACROSS THE MOJAVE DESERT. THE TROUGH AXIS SHIFTS

EAST SATURDAY WITH SHOWER ACTIVITY ENDING BY EARLY SUNDAY MORNING.

DRY...ZONAL FLOW IS FORECAST FOR SUNDAY AND MONDAY. MODELS AGREE

THAT THE NEXT WAVE REACHES THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST COAST DURING THE

DAY MONDAY BUT DISAGREE WITH THE EVOLUTION OF THE WAVE. THE 00Z GFS
APPEARS TO BE THE OUTLIER IN GENERATING A CLOSED H500 LOW OVER THE

NORTHWEST AND THEN DRIVING IT INTO THE CENTRAL ROCKIES. THE MAJORITY

OF MODELS MINOR THE WAVE OUT HOWEVER AND MOVE IT ALONG THE

CANADIAN/US BORDER. IT IS WORTH MENTIONING THAT THERE IS A FAIR
AMOUNT OF ENSEMBLE SPREAD WITH A COUPLE OF MEMBERS SUPPORTING THE

CLOSED LOW SOLUTION OF THE OPERATIONAL GFS. ANOTHER FEATURE TO NOTE

IN THE EXTENDED IS A WEAK CLOSED LOW THAT DEVELOPS OFF THE SOUTHERN

CALIFORNIA COAST MID WEEK. THIS COULD BRING A FEW CLOUDS TO THE

AREA. THE WEEKEND WILL BE ON THE COOLER SIDE FOR THE TIME OF YEAR

WITH TEMPERATURES 15-20 DEGREES BELOW NORMAL SATURDAY AND STILL

AROUND 10 DEGREES BELOW NORMAL SUNDAY. BY MONDAY...TEMPERATURES

REBOUND TO NEAR NORMAL WITH ABOVE NORMAL CONDITIONS RETURN HEADING

INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE WEEK.

&&

FOR THE REST OF SOUTHERN NEVADA...NORTHWEST ARIZONA...AND SOUTHEAST

CALIFORNIA...NORTHERLY WINDS EXPECTED THIS MORNING THEN BECOMING

SOUTHWEST 10-20KTS IN THE AFTERNOON. STRONG SOUTHWEST WINDS ARE

EXPECTED TONIGHT AND FRIDAY BECOMING 20-30KTS WITH GUSTS TO OF

40-45KTS BY FRIDAY AFTERNOON. DOWNSLOPE WINDS ARE EXPECTED TO

DEVELOP ON THE LEE SIDE OF AREA MOUNTAINS...FIRST IN THE SIERRA LATE

THIS AFTERNOON OR EARLY EVENING THEN ACROSS THE REMAINDER OF THE

AREA FRIDAY. FEW-SCT CLOUDS AOA 25K FEET AT TIMES.

&&

.FIRE WEATHER...WINDS WILL INCREASE THURSDAY AFTERNOON AHEAD OF

AN UNSEASONABLY STRONG LOW PRESSURE SYSTEM DROPPING SOUTH ALONG THE

NORTHWEST COAST. BY FRIDAY MORNING...THE SYSTEM WILL BE CENTERED

OVER NORTHERN CALIFORNIA AND STRONG WINDS WILL BE IN PLACE ACROSS

THE ENTIRE AREA. A RED FLAG WARNING HAS BEEN ISSUED FOR ALL

ZONES...WITH CRITERIA EXPECTED TO BE JUST MET BY THURSDAY

AFTERNOON...BUT EASILY MET AREAWIDE ON FRIDAY.

&&

.VEF WATCHES/WARNINGS/ADVISORIES...

NV...RED FLAG WARNING FROM 2 PM THIS AFTERNOON TO 11 PM PDT FRIDAY

     FOR NVZ460>466.

     HIGH WIND WATCH FROM THIS EVENING THROUGH FRIDAY EVENING FOR

     NVZ019.

     WIND ADVISORY FROM 11 AM TO 8 PM PDT FRIDAY FOR NVZ014>018-

     020>022.

AZ...RED FLAG WARNING FROM 2 PM THIS AFTERNOON TO 11 PM MST FRIDAY

     FOR AZZ101-102.

     WIND ADVISORY FROM 11 AM TO 8 PM MST FRIDAY FOR AZZ002-036.

     HIGH WIND WATCH FROM FRIDAY MORNING THROUGH FRIDAY EVENING FOR

     AZZ001-003.

CA...RED FLAG WARNING FROM 2 PM THIS AFTERNOON TO 11 PM PDT FRIDAY

     FOR CAZ226>229.

     WIND ADVISORY FROM 5 PM THIS AFTERNOON TO 7 AM PDT FRIDAY FOR

     CAZ519>521.

     WIND ADVISORY FROM 11 AM TO 8 PM PDT FRIDAY FOR CAZ522-524>527.

     WIND ADVISORY FROM 5 PM THIS AFTERNOON TO 8 PM PDT FRIDAY FOR

     CAZ523.

UPDATE...KENNEDY

PREV DISCUSSION...HARRISON/SALMEN
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