000

FXUS65 KVEF 282120

AFDVEF

AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE LAS VEGAS NV

220 PM PDT THU JUN 28 2012

.SYNOPSIS...A SERIES OF IMPULSES ARE EXPECTED TO MOVE ACROSS THE

PACIFIC NORTHWEST THROUGH THIS WEEKEND. THESE IMPULSES WILL HELP TO

ENHANCE WINDS ACROSS THE AREA RESULTING IN BREEZY TO LOCALLY WINDY

CONDITIONS ESPECIALLY IN THE AFTERNOON AND EVENING HOURS. OTHERWISE

DRY CONDITIONS WITH HIGH TEMPERATURES SLIGHTLY ABOVE NORMAL ARE

EXPECTED THROUGH THIS WEEKEND.

&&

.SHORT TERM...THINGS TODAY HAVE CHANGED VERY LITTLE ACROSS THE AREA

FROM YESTERDAY. WINDS HAVE GUSTED TO OVER 35 MPH ACROSS A NUMBER OF

SPOTS IN LINCOLN AND CENTRAL/SOUTHERN NYE COUNTIES ONCE AGAIN WITH

GUSTS ELSEWHERE MAINLY IN THE 25-35 MPH RANGE. CUMULUS HAVE ONCE

AGAIN POPPED UP ACROSS THE AREA FROM CENTRAL CLARK AND SOUTHERN

LINCOLN COUNTY EASTWARD. THE MOST EXTENSIVE COVERAGE OF CUMULUS WAS

ACROSS NORTHERN MOHAVE COUNTY. WINDS SHOULD WIND DOWN LATER THIS

EVENING AROUND 9 PM OR SO.

FOR FRIDAY THE BROAD MID/UPPER LEVEL TROUGH IS FORECAST TO REMAIN

OFF THE WEST COAST WHILE THE BROAD MID/UPPER LEVEL RIDGE CENTERED

OVER THE CENTRAL PLAINS STAYS IN PLACE. A WEAK IMPULSE IS FORECAST

TO RIDE THE MID-LEVEL FLOW IN FROM THE PACIFIC LATE TONIGHT INTO

FRIDAY MORNING ACROSS CENTRAL CALIFORNIA AND ONCE THIS IMPULSE MOVES

BY...WINDS ALOFT ARE FORECAST TO WEAKEN AS A JET STREAK ACROSS THE

AREA EXITS. THIS SHOULD RESULT IN SLIGHTLY LOWER WIND SPEEDS ON

FRIDAY. 700 MB WINDS ARE ONLY FORECAST TO BE 20 KTS...SO GUSTS OF

20-25 MPH ARE MAINLY WHAT IS EXPECTED ACROSS THE AREA ON FRIDAY. AS

THIS IMPULSE MOVES BY IT SHOULD FORCE MOST OF THE MOISTURE OUT OF

THE AREA SO THAT ANY CUMULUS THAT POPS UP SHOULD BE MUCH MORE

ISOLATED AND CONFINED TO MOHAVE COUNTY. THERE IS LITTLE CHANGE IN

THE THERMAL PROFILE IN FORECAST SOUNDINGS SO HIGHS ON FRIDAY SHOULD

BE VERY CLOSE TO WHAT WE SEE THIS AFTERNOON.

THE PESKY TROUGH OFFSHORE IS FORECAST TO MOVE EAST ON SATURDAY AND

THEN SWING INLAND ON SUNDAY AS A STRONGER PIECE OF ENERGY DIGS

THROUGH THE BASE OF THE TROUGH. WINDS SHOULD PICK UP AGAIN ACROSS

THE AREA SATURDAY EVENING INTO SUNDAY AS ANOTHER 50 KT+ JETSTREAK AT

250 MB MOVES ACROSS CENTRAL NEVADA AHEAD OF THE TROUGH. ONCE AGAIN

THIS WILL KICK UP WINDS...MOST LIKELY ON SUNDAY. AT THIS TIME GUSTS

OF 25-35 MPH ARE EXPECTED AND NO HEADLINES WILL BE ISSUED. WHILE THE

GFS KEEPS MID-LEVEL MOISTURE IN THE BONE DRY RANGE - UNDER 20

PERCENT - THE ECMWF DOES SCOOP UP SOME MOISTURE FROM THE SOUTH AHEAD

OF THE INCOMING TROUGH SATURDAY EVENING. HOWEVER THIS DOES NOT LOOK

LIKE ENOUGH TO DO ANYTHING MORE THAN INCREASE THE CLOUDS WE HAVE

AROUND MAINLY OVER THE SOUTHEAST CWFA. THERE IS STILL SIGNIFICANT

CHANGE IN THE THERMAL PROFILE IN FORECAST SOUNDINGS SO HIGHS WILL

REMAIN ABOUT THE SAME WHICH IS GIVE OR TAKE A DEGREE FROM 105 IN LAS

VEGAS.

&&

.LONG TERM...MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY...IT LOOKS LIKE WE WILL BE

SEEING A SUBTLE SHIFT IN THE OVERALL PATTERN NEXT WEEK. THE STRONG

HIGH OVER THE CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN PLAINS WILL EXPAND SLIGHTLY TO

THE WEST WHILE SHORTWAVES MOVING THROUGH THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST WILL

BE WEAKER AND TAKING A SOMEWHAT MORE NORTHERLY TRACK. THE RESULT

WILL BE OVERALL LIGHTER WINDS DURING THE LONG TERM AND THE

POSSIBILITY OF THE FLOW TURNING MORE SOUTHERLY OR SOUTHEASTERLY

WHICH WOULD BRING AN INCREASE IN MOISTURE. THE ECMWF HAS BACKED OFF

ON BRINGING UP AN INVERTED TROUGH INTO OUR AREA LATE WEDNESDAY INTO

THURSDAY BUT I DID KEEP A SLIGHT CHANCE OF THUNDERSTORMS OVER MOHAVE

COUNTY BY THURSDAY. THE EXTENT AND TIMING OF MOISTURE INCREASE

REMAINS A LITTLE UP IN THE AIR FOR NOW BUT THE SUBTLE PATTERN SHIFT

WILL PROBABLY RESULT IN A LOW GRADE MONSOON PUSH BY THE END OF NEXT

WEEK...AT LEAST INTO ARIZONA. TEMPERATURES WILL REMAIN A LITTLE

ABOVE NORMAL INTO THE MIDDLE OF NEXT WEEK BUT TEMPERATURES COULD

MODERATE SLIGHTLY WITH AN INCREASE IN MOISTURE LATER IN THE WEEK.

&&

.AVIATION...FOR MCCARRAN...SOUTH TO SOUTHWEST WINDS 15-18 KTS WITH

GUSTS UP TO 28 KTS THROUGH THE AFTERNOON AND EARLY EVENING HOURS.

WINDS SHOULD DECREASE TO 8-12 KTS AROUND 03Z TODAY. OTHER THAN A FEW

CU AROUND 14K FEET THIS AFTERNOON...SKIES WILL BE MAINLY CLEAR.

SOUTH TO SOUTHWEST BREEZES WILL PICK UP ONCE AGAIN FRIDAY AFTERNOON

WITH SUSTAINED WINDS AROUND 15 KTS AND GUSTS TO 25 KTS.

FOR THE REST OF SOUTHERN NEVADA...NORTHWEST ARIZONA...AND SOUTHEAST

CALIFORNIA...MAINLY SOUTH TO SOUTHWEST WINDS ACROSS THE AREA THROUGH

THE AFTERNOON AND EARLY EVENING WITH WIND SPEEDS GENERALLY 10-20 KTS
WITH GUSTS TO AROUND 25 KTS EXCEPT IN ESMERALDA...CENTRAL NYE AND

WESTERN INYO COUNTIES WHERE SUSTAINED WINDS OF 15-25 KTS WITH GUSTS

OF 35 KTS ARE EXPECTED THROUGH 02Z THIS EVENING. AFTER A LULL IN

WINDS TONIGHT...SOUTH TO SOUTHWEST WINDS WILL PICK UP AGAIN FRIDAY

AFTERNOON BUT SHOULD BE A LITTLE LIGHTER THAN TODAY. FEW-SCT CU
AROUND 12K FEET IN MAINLY MOHAVE COUNTY...OTHERWISE SKIES WILL

REMAIN CLEAR.

&&

.FIRE WEATHER...A RED FLAG WARNING IS IN EFFECT FOR NEVADA ZONES 461

AND 462 UNTIL 9 PM PDT. SEVERAL LOCATIONS...ESPECIALLY IN LINCOLN

COUNTY...HAVE ALREADY REACHED RED FLAG CONDITIONS TODAY. FOR FRIDAY

AND SATURDAY ACROSS THE AREA RELATIVE HUMIDITY VALUES ARE EXPECTED

TO DROP BELOW 15 PERCENT IN VIRTUALLY MOST AREAS...HOWEVER GUSTS ARE

MAINLY EXPECTED TO BE 20-30 MPH. A MID/UPPER LEVEL TROUGH IS

FORECAST TO MOVE EAST ACROSS THE AREA ON SUNDAY WHICH MAY RESULT IN

AN INCREASE IN WINDS AND COULD RESULT IN WINDS HIGH ENOUGH TO

WARRANT ADDITIONAL FIRE WEATHER HEADLINES.

&&

.VEF WATCHES/WARNINGS/ADVISORIES...

NV...RED FLAG WARNING UNTIL 9 PM PDT THIS EVENING FOR NVZ461-462.

AZ...NONE.

CA...NONE.
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