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AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION UPDATE

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE LAS VEGAS NV

942 AM PDT THU AUG 2 2012

.SYNOPSIS...AN AREA OF HIGH PRESSURE OVER CENTRAL CALIFORNIA WILL

HELP TO PUSH MONSOONAL MOISTURE TO THE SOUTH AND EAST TODAY...

DECREASING THE AMOUNT OF THUNDERSTORM ACTIVITY TODAY. AS THE HIGH

SHIFTS FURTHER EAST BY SATURDAY...MOISTURE AND THUNDERSTORM ACTIVITY

WILL ONCE AGAIN INCREASE. FROM LAS VEGAS...AND POINTS SOUTH AND

EAST...TEMPERATURES WILL INCREASE 5 TO 10 DEGREES IN MANY LOCATIONS

TODAY...AND THEN REMAIN NEARLY STEADY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY.
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PREV DISCUSSION...

315 AM PDT THU AUG 2 2012

.UPDATE...SOME CONVECTION DEVELOPING OVER MOHAVE COUNTY THIS MORNING

AND THAT AREA SHOULD BE THE MAIN FOCUS FOR STORMS TODAY. HIGH

PRESSURE BUILDING IN FROM THE WEST SHOULD HELP SUPPRESS CONVECTION
MAINLY NORTH AND WEST OF INTERSTATE 15 WITH ONLY ISOLATED STORMS

AWAY FROM MOHAVE COUNTY. SOME STORMS COULD PRODUCE FLASH FLOODING

TODAY AS MOISTURE VALUES REMAIN HIGH...BUT ANY STORMS SHOULD BE

ISOLATED AND A FLASH FLOOD WATCH IS NOT NEEDED. CURRENT FORECAST IN

GOOD SHAPE AND NO UPDATES PLANNED.
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.SHORT TERM...THE TWO MAIN WEATHER FEATURES WILL BE AN AREA OF HIGH

PRESSURE CURRENTLY LOCATED OVER CENTRAL CALIFORNIA AND A WEAK AREA

OF LOW PRESSURE AND TROUGHING OVER MOHAVE COUNTY. THE AREA OF HIGH

PRESSURE HAS BEEN ACTING TO GRADUALLY PUSH DRIER AIR INTO THE AREA

FROM THE NORTH. PW VALUES HAVE STEADILY BEEN DROPPING THE PAST 12

HOURS OR SO...WITH THE 1 INCH LINE ROUGHLY ALONG THE CLARK...LINCOLN

COUNTY LINE. MOST OF THE CONVECTION ON WEDNESDAY WAS ALONG AND TO

THE EAST OF THE TROUGH AXIS. WITH THE AIRMASS SHIFTING SLIGHTLY TO

THE EAST ON THURSDAY EXPECT THUNDERSTORM ACTIVITY TO DO SO AS

WELL...BEING FOCUSED PRIMARILY ON MOHAVE COUNTY. STORMS WILL STILL

BE CAPABLE OF PRODUCING FLASH FLOODING...BUT WILL HAVE LESS MOISTURE
TO WORK WITH...SO RATES WILL BE LOWER THAN THE EXTREME RATES WE HAVE

SEEN THIS WEEK...AND COVERAGE WILL ALSO BE LOWER. AT THIS POINT HAVE

REFRAINED FROM ISSUING ANY FLASH FLOOD WATCHES. OVERALL...HAVE

LOWERED POPS IN MOST LOCATIONS FOR TODAY. BY FRIDAY AFTERNOON...FLOW
WILL TURN MOVE SOUTHERLY OVER EASTERN SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY AND

ACROSS SOUTHERN MOHAVE COUNTY...INCREASING PW VALUES AND CREATING AN

AREA OF MID LEVEL CONVERGENCE...WHICH MAY AID IN FOCUSING

THUNDERSTORM ACTIVITY ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON AND EVENING. MAIN BAND OF

MOISTURE WILL SHIFT A BIT FURTHER NORTH ON SATURDAY AND INTO

SOUTHERN NV AND THE NORTHERN HALF OF MOHAVE COUNTY...AS WELL AS

FURTHER WESTWARD AND INTO INYO COUNTY.

.LONG TERM...WEAK PACIFIC ENERGY LIFTS THROUGH THE SOUTHWESTERN

STATES ON SUNDAY WHILE STRONG HIGH PRESSURE IS CENTERED OVER THE

SOUTHERN PLAINS. THIS MAINTAINS A SOUTHERLY FLOW INTO THE EASTERN

REGIONS OF THE CWA AND WITH ADDED LIFT PROVIDED BY THE SHORTWAVE...

COULD TRIGGER THUNDERSTORM DEVELOPMENT SUNDAY...ESPECIALLY EAST. THE

HIGH IS THEN FORECAST TO MIGRATE WESTWARD EARLY NEXT WEEK AND

BECOMES CENTERED NEAR THE FOUR CORNERS RESULTING IN AN INCREASING

SOUTH TO SOUTHEAST FLOW INTO THE AREA AND A CONTINUING THREAT OF

THUNDERSTORMS ACROSS THE EAST. THE STORM THREAT COULD BE ENHANCED IF

ANY FEATURE SUCH AS A CURRENTLY UNRESOLVED MCV OR EASTERLY WAVE WERE

TO APPROACH THE AREA. MODELS FORECAST A SOLID DRY...SOUTHWEST FLOW
OVER THE WESTERN CWA AND THIS SHOULD RESULT IN MOSTLY DRY

CONDITIONS. THE BASIC SYNOPTIC SETUP OF HIGH PRESSURE TO THE EAST

AND TROUGHING TO THE WEST IS FORECAST TO CONTINUE THROUGH THE WEEK

WITH A BATTLE LINE DRAWN SOMEWHERE OVER THE CENTRAL CWA BETWEEN

MOIST AIR TO THE EAST AND DRY AIR TO THE WEST. TEMPERATURES ON ANY

GIVEN DAY WILL FLUCTUATE BASED ON CLOUD COVER AND ATMOSPHERIC

MOISTURE CONTENT BUT OVERALL SHOULD BE NEAR NORMAL...GIVE OR TAKE A

COUPLE OF DEGREES.
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.AVIATION...FOR MCCARRAN...THERE WILL BE A CHANCE OF THUNDERSTORMS

AROUND THE VALLEY TODAY...AS SUFFICIENT MOISTURE REMAINS IN PLACE.

THE OVERALL THREAT OF A STORM IMPACTING THE AIRPORT IS LOW HOWEVER

OUTSIDE OF ANY THUNDERSTORM OUTFLOW THAT DEVELOPS.

FOR THE REST OF SOUTHERN NEVADA...NORTHWEST ARIZONA...AND SOUTHEAST

CALIFORNIA...THUNDERSTORM DEVELOPMENT RAMPS UP LATER THIS MORNING

AND CONTINUES THROUGH THE AFTERNOON...MAINLY ACROSS THE EASTERN

FORECAST AREA. THUNDERSTORMS WILL DEVELOP INITIALLY OVER HIGHER

TERRAIN AND THEN MOVE INTO THE LOWER ELEVATIONS. OUTSIDE OF ANY

THUNDERSTORM OUTFLOWS...WINDS WILL BE RELATIVELY LIGHT THROUGH THE

DAY.
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.VEF WATCHES/WARNINGS/ADVISORIES...

NV...NONE.

AZ...NONE.

CA...NONE.
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