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AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE LAS VEGAS NV

1001 AM PDT SAT AUG 11 2012

.SYNOPSIS...A DISTURBANCE LIFTING ACROSS SOUTHEAST CALIFORNIA

WILL INCREASE THUNDERSTORM COVERAGE FOR THE MOJAVE DESERT REGION

TODAY. A MOIST SOUTHERLY FLOW REMAINS OVER THE AREA THROUGH THE

WEEKEND AND EARLY NEXT WEEK FOR ISOLATED TO SCATTERED THUNDERSTORMS

EACH DAY. ALTHOUGH TEMPERATURES WILL COOL A FEW DEGREES TODAY AND

SUNDAY...ABOVE NORMAL TEMPERATURES ARE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE THROUGH

AT LEAST THE MIDDLE OF NEXT WEEK.

&&

.UPDATE...BAND OF SHOWERS/ISOLATED THUNDERSTORMS CONTINUES ACROSS

MAINLY EASTERN SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY THIS MORNING AS A WEAK INVERTED

TROUGH AS MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY SHIFTS NORTH INTO THE REGION. THIS

TROUGH WILL HELP TO FOCUS CONVECTION ACROSS SAN BERNARDINO TODAY AND

LIKELY INTO THE SOUTHERN PORTION OF INYO COUNTY AS WELL AS PORTIONS

OF CLARK COUNTY. INCREASED CLOUD COVER WILL HELP TO COOL

TEMPERATURES ACROSS THE SOUTHERN PORTION...HOWEVER STILL LOOKING FOR

WELL ABOVE NORMAL HIGHS THIS AFTERNOON ACROSS THE AREA. HAVE BUMPED

UP CLOUD COVER SLIGHTLY FOR CLARK COUNTY AND WILL HAVE AN UPDATE OUT

SHORTLY...HOWEVER THE REMAINDER OF THE SHORT TERM FORECAST LOOKS

GOOD.

&&

.AVIATION...FOR MCCARRAN...THUNDERSTORMS ARE EXPECTED TO BE A LITTLE

HIGHER IN COVERAGE TODAY THAN FRIDAY ESPECIALLY OVER THE MOUNTAINS

SURROUNDING LAS VEGAS. WINDS ARE EXPECTED TO BE AROUND 7-9KTS

FAVORING A SOUTHERLY DIRECTION. HOWEVER...WITH THE EXPECTED INCREASE

IN THUNDERSTORM COVERAGE...GUSTY AND ERRATIC OUTFLOW WINDS MAY HAVE

MORE OF AN IMPACT. FEW-SCT CLOUDS AOA 15K THROUGH 16Z THEN MAINLY

BKN AOA 12K WITH FEW-SCT080. BKN080 AT TIMES NEAR STORMS.

TEMPERATURES ARE EXPECTED TO REACH 100F AROUND 18Z AND DROP BELOW

100F AROUND 05Z.

FOR THE REST OF SOUTHERN NEVADA...NORTHWEST ARIZONA...AND SOUTHEAST

CALIFORNIA...ISOLATED TO SCATTERED THUNDERSTORMS OVER MUCH OF THE

REGION TODAY WHICH ARE LIKELY TO PRODUCE GUSTY AND ERRATIC WINDS.

OUTSIDE OF THUNDERSTORM INFLUENCES...WINDS ARE EXPECTED TO FAVOR A

SOUTHERLY DIRECTION AROUND 10-15KTS IN THE AFTERNOON. CLOUDS MAINLY

FEW-SCT080-100 AND SCT-BKN120-140.
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.PREV DISCUSSION...

344 AM PDT SAT AUG 11 2012

.SHORT TERM...TODAY THROUGH MONDAY NIGHT...IT IS EVIDENT FROM RECENT

SATELLITE LOOPS THAT THE INVERTED TROUGH LIFTING OUT OF SONORA INTO

SOUTHWEST ARIZONA IS PROVIDING DYNAMIC SUPPORT FOR CONVECTION. A

CLUSTER OF THUNDERSTORMS WAS ROLLING ACROSS SOUTHWEST ARIZONA EARLY

THIS MORNING AND A BAND OF CLOUDS WAS DEVELOPING UP THROUGH LAKE

HAVASU WITH ISOLATED SHOWERS AND THUNDERSTORMS. THE LATEST

OPERATIONAL MODELS SHOW THIS FEATURE CONTINUING TO LIFT UP THROUGH

SOUTHEAST CALIFORNIA TODAY...BRUSHING SOUTHERN NEVADA. THE NAM
APPEARS TO HAVE A GOOD HANDLE ON THE POTENTIAL FOR SCATTERED
THUNDERSTORMS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS FEATURE AND IT SHOWS FAIRLY

EXTENSIVE COVERAGE OF QPF. POPS WERE INCREASED ACROSS SOUTHERN

NEVADA AND SOUTHEAST CALIFORNIA TO REFLECT SCATTERED THUNDERSTORMS.

MORE CLOUDS AND SHOWERS AROUND SHOULD KEEP TEMPERATURES A FEW

DEGREES LOWER THAN FRIDAY AND THIS IS SUPPORTED BY THE NAM...GFS AND

ECMWF MOS GUIDANCE VALUES. THE NAM INDICATES THE INVERTED TROUGH
WILL CONTINUE TO BE A FACTOR SUNDAY AND SHOULD ENHANCE CONVECTION
OVER NORTHERN INYO COUNTY AND CENTRAL NEVADA BEFORE . A SLIGHTLY

DRIER SOUTH TO SOUTHWEST FLOW IS THEN FORECAST TO WORK INTO SAN

BERNARDINO AND CLARK COUNTIES MONDAY FOR REDUCED THUNDERSTORM
COVERAGE.

.LONG TERM...TUESDAY THROUGH FRIDAY...MODELS SEEM TO HAVE COME INTO

A LITTLE BETTER AGREEMENT WITH THE 00Z RUNS AS STRONG HIGH PRESSURE

REMAINS THE DOMINANT FEATURE OVER THE DESERT SOUTHWEST. LOW PRESSURE

OFF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA DOES NOT LOOK STRONG ENOUGH TO WEAKEN THE

HIGH AT LEAST INITIALLY...BUT THAT LOW COMBINED WITH A TROPICAL

SYSTEM THAT ALL THE MODELS HAVE PICKED UP ON MAY BRIEFLY WEAKEN THE

HIGH BY WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY ALLOWING SOME ADDITIONAL MOISTURE TO

WORK NORTH. BOTH THE ECMWF/GFS RESTRENGTHEN THE HIGH BY FRIDAY AND

HELP DEFLECT THE TROPICAL SYSTEM WEST WHILE THE GEM SHIFTS THE HIGH

MORE TOWARD NEW MEXICO LEAVING THE AREA UNDER A SOUTH TO SOUTHWEST

FLOW. THE 12Z GFS ENSEMBLE ALSO SUPPORTS THIS...BUT WILL NEED TO

WAIT FOR THE 00Z RUN TO SEE IF IT HAS CHANGED. TEMPERATURES OFF THE

ECMWF ARE WELL ABOVE NORMAL AND SHOWING HIGHS IN LAS VEGAS AROUND

110 DEGREES WEDNESDAY...WHICH WOULD SUPPORT A EXCESSIVE HEAT WARNING.

THE GFS IS NOT QUITE AS HOT...BUT KEEPS TEMPERATURES A FEW DEGREES

ABOVE NORMAL. BASICALLY LEFT THE POPS ALONE WITH THE HIGHEST

COVERAGE IN MOHAVE AND THE NORTHERN ZONES...BUT MOISTURE BROUGHT IN

FROM THE POTENTIAL TROPICAL SYSTEM MAY INCREASE POPS OVER A MUCH

WIDER AREA.

&&

.VEF WATCHES/WARNINGS/ADVISORIES...

NV...NONE.

AZ...NONE.

CA...NONE.
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