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AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE LAS VEGAS NV

839 AM PDT FRI AUG 24 2012

.SYNOPSIS...ISOLATED THUNDERSTORMS ARE STILL EXPECTED OVER MAINLY

THE MOUNTAINS OF SOUTHEAST NEVADA AND NORTHWEST ARIZONA TODAY AND

SATURDAY. DRIER AIR WILL FINALLY START TO MAKE INROADS INTO THE AREA

SUNDAY. TEMPERATURES ARE EXPECTED TO BE BELOW NORMAL THROUGH THE

WEEKEND...BUT CLIMB TO NEAR NORMAL NEXT WEEK.

&&

.UPDATE...FORECAST COMPARES WELL WITH SATELLITE LOOP AND NEW HIGH

RESOLUTION MODEL OUTPUT THIS MORNING. NO UPDATE PLANNED.

&&

.PREV DISCUSSION...

245 AM PDT FRI AUG 24 2012

.SHORT TERM...SATELLITE SHOWS A FEW CLOUDS ON BACKSIDE OF UPPER LOW

NEAR THE FOUR CORNERS REGION ACROSS MOHAVE COUNTY AND SOUTHWEST

UTAH. THE REMAINDER OF THE AREA IS UNDER CLEAR SKIES.

MODELS IN AGREEMENT LOW LEVEL MOISTURE NOT GOING ANYWHERE FAST TODAY

OR SATURDAY WITH SURFACE DEWPOINTS PROGGED TO REMAIN IN THE 50S AND

60S IN AREAS GENERALLY SOUTHEAST OF INTERSTATE 15. ISOLATED
THUNDERSTORMS POSSIBLE OVER MAINLY THE HIGHER TERRAIN OF

CLARK...LINCOLN...MOHAVE AND ERN SAN BERNARDINO COUNTIES TODAY AND

SATURDAY. SOUTHWEST FLOW EXPECTED TO INCREASE ON SUNDAY AS A DEEP

TROUGH NEARS THE NORTHWEST COAST. WE MAY SEE DEWPOINTS DROP INTO THE

40S SUNDAY AFTERNOON IN LAS VEGAS...FINALLY STARTING TO BRING US

SOME RELIEVE FROM THIS MUGGY AIR MASS THAT HAS BEEN ENTRENCHED OVER

THE AREA SINCE LATE JULY. TEMPERATURES WILL WARM THROUGH THE WEEKEND

AS THE AIR MASS GRADUALLY DRIES.

.LONG TERM...MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY...NOT MUCH TO ADD TO THE

PREVIOUS FORECASTER DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTING A DRYING/WARMING TREND

THROUGH THE EXTENDED. THE BIG QUESTION REMAINS JUST HOW FAR EAST

DOES THE DRY AIR GET AND DOES IT EFFECTIVELY SHUT OFF THUNDERSTORM
CHANCES. MY ANSWER TO THAT IS A RESOUNDING AND DEFINITIVE MAYBE. THE

GFS WOULD SUGGEST YES...AS THE MOISTURE PLUME INDICATED BY 850-500MB

THETA E IS EAST OF THE AREA AND LIFTED INDEX VALUES ARE MOSTLY

POSITIVE POINTING TO STABLE CONDITIONS. THE GFS DOES SHOW SURGING

MOISTURE LATE IN THE WEEK BUT THAT WOULD BE DAY 8 OR SO AND

OFFICIALLY OUT OF THE FORECAST RANGE. THE NEW ECMWF IS SIMILAR BUT

HAS SUFFICIENT MOISTURE/INSTABILITY CLIPPING THE FAR EASTERN FRINGES

OF MOHAVE COUNTY. IT ALSO FORECASTS MOIST/UNSTABLE AIR RETURNING TO

THE SOUTHERN REGIONS OF MOHAVE LATE IN THE WEEK. REGARDLESS...NO

SIGNIFICANT TRIGGERS ARE DISCERNIBLE IN ANY OF THE MODEL FORECASTS

AS OF YET AND EVEN IF MOIST AND UNSTABLE AIR WERE TO RETURN...

OROGRAPHICS AND BOUNDARIES WILL ACT AS THE PRIMARY LIFTING

MECHANISMS. AFTER MUCH THOUGHT AND HEAD SCRATCHING...WEATHER WAS

REMOVED FROM ALL EXTENDED DAYS AND POPS WERE LIMITED TO GHOST 14%.

MODELS HAVE BEEN TRENDING THIS DIRECTION WHICH IMPROVES CONFIDENCE

AND BARRING ANY REVERSAL...DRY CONDITIONS SHOULD HOLD STEADY THROUGH

THE LONG TERM.

THE LACK OF SIGNIFICANT CLOUD COVER...BARRING ANY OUTFLOW GENERATED

DEBRIS CLOUDS...WILL ALLOW TEMPERATURES TO APPROACH THEIR FULL

HEATING POTENTIAL EACH AFTERNOON ALLOWING TEMPS TO WARM TO NEAR OR

SLIGHTLY ABOVE NORMAL. FOLLOWED THIS TRAIN OF THOUGHT WITH GRIDDED

ACTION.

.AVIATION...FOR MCCARRAN...LIGHT DIURNAL WINDS UNDER 10 KTS TODAY

WITH ONLY A FEW CLOUDS AOA 10K FEET. ISOLATED THUNDERSTORMS WILL BE

CONFINED TO MAINLY THE SPRING MOUNTAINS SO IMPACTS TO THE AIRPORT

WILL BE LIMITED TO GUSTY...ERRATIC WIND DIRECTION AND SPEED FROM

OUTFLOW. OTHERWISE....TEMPERATURES ARE EXPECTED TO REMAIN BELOW 100F

TODAY BUT TICKLE THE CENTURY MARK ON SATURDAY.

FOR THE REST OF SOUTHERN NEVADA...NORTHWEST ARIZONA...AND SOUTHEAST

CALIFORNIA...SKIES WILL BE MOSTLY CLEAR TODAY OTHER THAN FEW-SCT AOA
10K FEET THIS AFTERNOON/EARLY EVENING ACROSS MAINLY THE EASTERN CWA.

ISOLATED THUNDERSTORMS ARE POSSIBLE THIS AFTERNOON ACROSS MAINLY

MOHAVE COUNTY AND THE HIGHER TERRAIN OF LINCOLN AND CLARK COUNTIES.

WINDS WILL GENERALLY BE LIGHT AND VARIABLE EXCEPT SOUTHEAST AROUND

10KTS WITH HIGHER GUSTS THIS AFTERNOON IN THE OWENS VALLEY.

&&

.VEF WATCHES/WARNINGS/ADVISORIES...

NV...NONE.

AZ...NONE.

CA...NONE.

&&
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